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MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, U.S. Air Forces Central Command, Shaw Air Force Base, 
South Carolina 

SUBJECT:  Executive Summary of Allegations of Civilian Casualties (CIVCAS) Resulting from 
March 13, 2015 Airstrike in the vicinity of (IVO) Al Hatra, Iraq 

 

1.  On March 13, 2015, coalition aircraft conducted a dynamic airstrike on a manned ISIL 
checkpoint near Al Hatra, Iraq.  The ISIL checkpoint was successfully destroyed as a result of 
the airstrike.  Unfortunately, the airstrike is assessed as likely resulting in the deaths of four 
civilians. 

2.  In mid-March 2015, the Combined Air Operations Center (CAOC), U.S. Air Forces Central 
Command (AFCENT), received a report made by an Iraqi citizen that a coalition airstrike 
destroyed her vehicle on 13 March 2015, and resulted in the deaths of five civilians whom she 
stated were passengers in her vehicle.  The description in the report of an airstrike near Al Hatra, 
Iraq was consistent with the dynamic airstrike on the ISIL checkpoint referenced above.   

3.  In April 2015, CAOC personnel completed a civilian casualty Credibility Assessment, finding 
the information in the Iraqi citizen’s report correlated with the coalition airstrike on the manned 
ISIL checkpoint near Al Hatra, Iraq.  After receiving the Credibility Assessment, the 
Commander, United States Air Forces Central Command, appointed a Commander-Directed 
Investigation (CDI) to inquire into the civilian casualty claim. 

4.  The Investigating Officer (IO) interviewed U.S. and coalition personnel involved in the 
coordination and execution of the March 13 airstrike, and reviewed the initial civilian casualty 
Credibility Assessment, intelligence information reports, imagery of the strike area, and tactical 
guidance applicable to the airstrike, as well as the targeting process in place at the time of the 
airstrike.   

5.  The IO determined by a preponderance of the evidence that the strike likely resulted in the 
deaths of four civilians at the targeted location, based on a review of the available evidence. The 
approved target for the March 13, 2015 airstrike consisted of ISIL personnel and the checkpoint.  
However, before coalition air forces could complete the airstrike, two vehicles arrived at the 
checkpoint and parked within the target area.  The drivers of the two vehicles exited and 
interacted with the checkpoint personnel for approximately 40 minutes, while several other 
vehicles passed through the checkpoint after a brief stop.  The aircrew executing the airstrike 
relayed the arrival of the two vehicles and described the actions taken by the drivers to the 
CAOC strike cell.  Based upon the actions on the ground by the personnel at the check point, the 
aircrew and CAOC personnel assessed that the drivers and vehicles, as well as the checkpoint, 
were ISIL and therefore lawful targets. The strike on the checkpoint and the additional vehicles 
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was authorized.  The aircrew completed the approved strike, resulting in the destruction of the 
ISIL checkpoint, two vehicles, and all associated personnel within the target area. 

6.  The identification of the two vehicles and the drivers interacting with the checkpoint 
personnel as valid military targets was consistent with previous coalition analysis of ISIL TTPs 
based upon the information available to command personnel and the aircrew at the time the 
aircrew released weapons on the target area.  Post-strike imagery analysis of onboard weapons 
system video footage indicated that four additional personnel whose status was unknown, and 
previously undetected, exited the two vehicles after the aircrews had released weapons on the 
target and immediately before the weapons impacted the target area.  Video footage review 
indicates the aircrew had no opportunity to detect the presence of the likely civilians in the target 
area prior to weapons impact. 

7.  Due to the presence of unknown individuals in the immediate target area moments before 
weapons impact, the investigating officer concluded that, more likely than not, those individuals 
were civilians.  The investigating officer determined the proper status of those four unknown 
personnel was that of civilians/non-combatants because CAOC targeting personnel, previously 
unaware of their presence inside the vehicles within the targeting area, did not execute 
procedures to positively identify those individuals.  The investigating officer’s conclusion is 
consistent with the operational presumption that unidentified individuals are civilians/non-
combatants unless an analysis of the facts and circumstances shows they meet the definition of a 
“hostile force.”  That presumption, coupled with the initial Iraqi citizen’s report that five civilian 
passengers were killed by coalition airstrikes that destroyed her vehicles on 13 March 2015, led 
the investigating officer to conclude those individuals were, more likely than not, civilians.  
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Page 16 redacted for the following reason:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
(b)(1)1 4a, (b)(1)1 4c
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Pages 45 through 47 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
(b)(1)1 4a
(b)(1)1 4a, (b)(1)1 4c
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Page 52 redacted for the following reason:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
(b)(1)1 4a
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Pages 55 through 72 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
(b)(1)1 4a
(b)(1)1 4a, (b)(1)1 4c
(b)(1)1 4a, (b)(1)1 4c, (b)(3), (b)(6)
(b)(1)1 4a, (b)(3), (b)(6)
(b)(1)1 4c
(b)(1)1 4c, (b)(6)
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Pages 75 through 82 redacted for the following reasons:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
(b)(1)1 4a, (b)(1)1 4c
(b)(1)1 4a, (b)(1)1 4c, (b)(3), (b)(5), (b)(6)
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