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Seven Airmen Die in Afghan Ops
Seven airmen participating in Op-

eration Enduring Freedom lost their
lives in actions in Afghanistan. Offi-
cials said attacks on coalition forces
increased following the start of the
war in Iraq.

On March 23, six airmen on an Air
Force HH-60 Pave Hawk were killed
when the helicopter crashed about
12 miles north of Ghazni, Afghani-
stan. Officials said the cause of the
crash is under investigation, but they
said it was not shot down by enemy
fire.

The airmen were Lt. Col. John Stein,
aircraft commander; 1st Lt. Tamara
Archuleta, copilot; MSgt. Michael
Maltz and SrA. Jason Plite, both para-
rescuemen; and SSgt. Jason Hicks
and SSgt. John Teal, both flight engi-
neer. They were from the 347th Res-
cue Wing, Moody AFB, Ga., and were
on their way to evacuate two Afghan
children for medical treatment at US
facilities in Bagram.

On March 29, SSgt. Jacob L. Frazier,
a 24-year-old Air National Guards-
man from St. Charles, Ill., was killed
when the five-vehicle convoy in which
he was riding near Geresk, Afghani-
stan, ran into an ambush. Frazier
was from the 182nd Airlift Wing in
Peoria, Ill., and was with an Army
mounted reconnaissance unit at the
time of the attack.

Officials said the ambushers were
in prepared positions and fired small
arms, machine guns, and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades at the convoy.

No-Fly Zone Patrols End in Iraq
As the war in Iraq got under way,

coalition officials ended the aerial
patrols over the northern and south-
ern no-fly zones in Iraq. US and coa-
lition forces had patrolled the zones
to enforce UN sanctions against Iraq
since Gulf War I ended in 1991.

The last Operation Northern Watch
mission was flown March 17.

The last Operation Southern Watch
mission was flown March 19.

T-38 Pilot Dies in Crash
AFRC announced March 24 that

Maj. Pete Jahns, a Reserve instruc-

By Suzann Chapman, Managing Editor
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tor pilot, died March 19 after crash-
landing in a T-38 trainer at Randolph
AFB, Tex. A second Reserve IP, Lt.
Col. Frank Gebert, survived the crash.

Both were with the 100th Flying
Training Squadron at Randolph. Offi-
cials said they were conducting con-
tinuation training at the time of the
accident, which is under investiga-
tion.

Danger Pay Expands
The emergency supplemental bill

signed by President Bush April 16
includes an increase of $75 for immi-
nent danger pay. The new level is
$225 per month and is retroactive to
Oct. 1, 2002.

Additionally, DOD announced on
April 11 that more troops will receive
combat zone tax relief and imminent
danger pay. The new area includes
troops stationed in Israel and Tur-
key. It also includes those deployed
to the Mediterranean waters east of
30 degrees east longitude.

This change is retroactive to Jan. 1
for Israel and Turkey and April 11 for
those in the Med.

Personnel serving in other Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom combat zones  were
included in an earlier executive order.

Tarnak Farms Investigator Says No Court-Martial

On March 20, the hearing officer investigating two Air National Guard pilots
charged in the friendly fire incident at Tarnak Farms in Afghanistan recom-
mended against court-martial. However, his recommendation is not binding.

The Air Force began an Article 32 hearing, similar to a civilian grand jury
proceeding, in January against two Illinois Guardsmen, Majs. Harry Schmidt
and William Umbach. They were charged in the April 17, 2002, bombing
incident that left four Canadian soldiers dead and eight others wounded. (See
“Aerospace World: The Case of the ANG Pilots: Blame, Support, and Conflict-
ing Testimony,” February, p. 20.)

After hearing testimony and reviewing documentation in the case, the
hearing officer, Col. Patrick Rosenow, concluded there was insufficient evi-
dence to charge the pilots and try them by court-martial. In his report, Rosenow
recommended administrative rather than judicial action.

Rosenow’s report went to Lt. Gen. Bruce Carlson, who is 8th Air Force
commander and the general court-martial convening authority in the case. He
does not have to abide by Rosenow’s recommendation.

 Carlson’s options include referral of some or all of the charges to a court-
martial, nonjudicial punishment, administrative sanctions, or dismissal of
some or all of the charges, with no further action.

ACC, AFRC Agree To Share
Air Combat Command and Air

Force Reserve Command leaders
signed an agreement that launched
the Fighter Associate Program on
April 2. The effort will pool resources
of each command to ease the fighter
pilot training problem.

The Air Force lost too many expe-
rienced pilots during the drawdown
of the early 1990s to sustain training
for the number of new fighter pilots it
needs each year.

“The active force requires 330 to
380 pilots a year, but it only has the
resources available to train 302,” said
Col. Bob Nunnally, Reserve advisor to
the ACC commander and leader of the
team that developed the new program.

The FAP is based upon two earlier,
but more limited, programs, he said.
One was the Fighter Reserve Asso-
ciate Program and the other, the To-
tal Force Absorption Program.

Under the new program, a detach-
ment of four Reserve pilots will serve
with an active duty associate unit
primarily as instructor pilots. Some
active units will also gain six enlisted
aircraft maintenance Reservists.

Initial Reserve detachments will join
active duty units at Eglin AFB, Fla.,
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Senior Staff Changes

CHANGES: Brig. Gen. Barbara C. Brannon, from Cmdr., 89th Medical Gp., AMC,
Andrews AFB, Md., to Asst. Surgeon General for Medical Force Dev. and ASG for
Nursing Svcs., USAF, Bolling AFB, D.C. ... Maj. Gen. Walter E.L. Buchanan III, from
Vice Cmdr., 9th Air Expeditionary Task Force, USCENTAF, Prince Sultan AB, Saudi
Arabia, to Cmdr., Air Force C2 ISR Center, Langley AFB, Va. ... Brig. Gen. Daniel J.
Darnell from Cmdr., 57th Wg., ACC, Nellis AFB, Nev., to Cmdr., Space Warfare Center,
AFSPC, Schriever AFB, Colo. ... Brig. Gen. Robert J. Elder Jr., from Vice Cmdr., 9th AF,
USCENTAF, Shaw AFB, S.C., to Vice Cmdr., 9th Air Expeditionary Task Force,
USCENTAF, Prince Sultan AB, Saudi Arabia ... Brig. Gen. Douglas M. Fraser, from
Cmdr., Space Warfare Center, AFSPC, Schriever AFB, Colo., to Dir., Ops., AFSPC,
Peterson AFB, Colo. ... Brig. Gen. (sel.) William J. Germann, from Command Surgeon,
Medical Services & Tng., AETC, Randolph AFB, Tex., to Cmdr., 89th Medical Gp., AMC,
Andrews AFB, Md. ... Brig. Gen. Silvanus T. Gilbert III, from Cmdr., 34th Tng. Wg.,
USAFA, Colorado Springs, Colo., to Spec. Asst. to Asst. Dep. Under SECAF, Intl.
Affairs, Pentagon ... Brig. Gen. Arthur B. Morrill III, from Dir., Log., PACAF, Hickam
AFB, Hawaii, to Dir., Resources, USAF, DCS, Instl. & Log., Pentagon ... Brig. Gen. (sel.)
Polly A. Peyer, from Vice Cmdr., Oklahoma City ALC, AFMC, Tinker AFB, Okla., to Dir.,
Log., PACAF, Hickam AFB, Hawaii ... Brig. Gen. (sel.) Kip L. Self, from Spec. Asst. to
21st AF Cmdr., Global Mobility Task Force Planning, AMC, McGuire AFB, N.J., to Dep.
Dir., Ops., AMC, Scott AFB, Ill. ... Brig. Gen. William L. Shelton, from Dir., Ops.,
AFSPC, Peterson AFB, Colo., to Dir., Plans & Policy, STRATCOM, Offutt AFB, Neb. ...
Brig. Gen. (sel.) Larry O. Spencer, from Comptroller, ACC, Langley AFB, Va., to Dir.,
Mission Spt., AFMC, Wright–Patterson AFB, Ohio ... Brig. Gen. Johnny A. Weida, from
Cmdr., Squadron Officer College, AU, AETC, Maxwell AFB, Ala., to Cmdr., 34th Tng.
Wg., USAFA, Colorado Springs, Colo. ■

Independent Panel To Review Situation at Academy

Congress included a provision to establish an independent panel to review
allegations of sexual assault and cover-ups at the USAF Academy in legisla-
tion that will provide supplemental funds for the war on terror. President Bush
signed the legislation into law April 16.

Legislators have criticized the Air Force for its handling of the situation since
the allegations surfaced late last year. (See “Aerospace World: USAF Leaders
Vow To Make Changes at Academy,” April, p. 18.)

Air Force Secretary James G. Roche and Chief of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper
said they would welcome an independent review.

The review panel will have seven people appointed by the Secretary of
Defense. According to Congress, these individuals are to have expertise in
matters relating to sexual assault, rape, and the military academies.

The panel will determine “responsibility and accountability for the establish-
ment or maintenance of an atmosphere at the US Air Force Academy that was
conducive to sexual misconduct,” states the legislation.

The Air Force investigation, led by USAF General Counsel Mary L. Walker,
in February began looking into 56 cases of alleged rape, sexual assault, and
sexual harassment. Briefing lawmakers on March 31, Roche said, “We are
appalled and embarrassed by what we have found.”

He said the investigation initially determined there is a misplaced sense of
loyalty among the cadets. “Many cadets are loyal to each other, rather than
loyal to the values of our Air Force,” said Roche.

Roche and Jumper maintain that the academy’s problems did not start with
the current leadership. However, in late March, they announced plans to
replace the two top officials, Lt. Gen. John R. Dallager, superintendent, and
Brig. Gen. Silvanus T. Gilbert III, commandant of cadets, before the next class
arrives.

For the top spot at the academy, USAF nominated Maj. Gen. John W. Rosa
Jr., deputy director of current operations for the joint staff. The service named
Brig. Gen. John A. Weida, a 1978 academy graduate, to be the new comman-
dant of cadets, as well as acting superintendent until Rosa’s confirmation.

The service is also replacing the vice commandant of cadets, Col. Robert D.
Eskridge, and commander of cadet training, Col. Laurie S. Slavec.

Col. Debra  A. Gray, now serving on the joint staff at the Pentagon and a
graduate of the first USAFA class to admit women, will be the new vice
commandant. Col. Clada A. Monteith, who is currently deputy director of
security forces at US Air Forces in Europe, will be in charge of cadet training.

Hill AFB, Utah, Langley AFB, Va.,
Nellis AFB, Nev., and Shaw AFB,
S.C. (Shaw will have two detach-
ments.)

In turn, ACC will place three active
duty pilots in an AFRC squadron.
One will be experienced, the other
two will be recent basic pilot training
graduates.

Active associate detachments will
join AFRC units at Hill, Homestead
ARB, Fla., NAS JRB Fort Worth, Tex.,
NAS JRB New Orleans, La., and
Whiteman AFB, Mo.

Readiness Remains a Concern
Today’s high operations tempo is

taking a huge toll on the Air Force’s
ability to conduct training—and that
affects readiness, the service’s vice
chief of staff told lawmakers in mid–
March.

“We have some roadblocks ahead
of us,” said Gen. Robert H. Foglesong.
“We have a reconstitution issue fac-
ing us.”

In fact, he told the legislators that if
the current pace continues, it is pos-
sible the Air Force will see a “decline
as training currencies and continua-
tion training are harder to achieve.”

DOD Changes Smallpox Shot Plan
Pentagon officials said April 4 they

will review more closely the medical
history of military members before giv-
ing them the smallpox vaccination.
The change was prompted by investi-
gations into recent cardiac deaths of a
number of individuals—one a 55-year-
old Air National Guardsman—who re-
cently had been vaccinated.

DOD began vaccinating military
personnel last December. The de-
partment planned to vaccinate about
500,000 military personnel beginning
with emergency response personnel
and those deployed to the Central
Command area of operations.

Following a recommendation from
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, which is investigating
whether a series of cardiac deaths
was related to the vaccine, DOD de-
cided to exempt military personnel
with three or more conditions that are
considered heart-trouble risk factors.
The military will review factors such
as tobacco use, high blood pressure,
high cholesterol, diabetes, and fam-
ily history of heart disease before
administering the vaccine, according
to Col. John Grabenstein, the Army’s
deputy director for military vaccines.

Evidence so far does not link the
deaths to the vaccine. However, “the
investigation is not finished, and to
be on the safe side, this extra pre-
caution is being taken,” said Gra-
benstein.
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By Tamar A. Mehuron, Associate Editor

News Notes

DOD announced March 31 that
Undersecretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition, Technology, and Logistics
Edward C. Aldridge Jr. will retire  May
23. He has held that position since
May 2001. Michael W. Wynne, prin-
cipal deputy undersecretary, will serve
as acting USD.

The terrorist group al Qaeda may
have already produced some rudi-
mentary biological/chemical weap-
ons, reported the Washington Post
March 23. Analysis of documents and
information from captured al Qaeda
operational planner Khalid Sheik Mo-
hammed, who was known as “the
Brain,” points to a program much more
advanced than previously thought.

Air Force officials announced
April 2 they had discovered errors in
service dates for 35 airmen who re-
turned to active duty after a break in
service. That incorrect information,
entered by USAF and not the airmen,
enabled those 35 to test for promo-
tion last year. Because it was a ser-
vice mistake, USAF will let those who
were selected for promotion keep their
new ranks. The service also gave
promotions and retroactive pay to 23
airman who fell below the promotion
cutoff level because of the ineligible
airmen in the pool.

Pilot error led to the collision of
two F-16s Dec. 18, 2002, during a
four-ship training mission out of Hill
AFB, Utah, USAF announced April 3.
Investigators found that one pilot fo-
cused his attention on a failed gauge
instead of his position in the forma-
tion. The pilots returned to the base,
but officials estimated damage to the
two aircraft at almost $1.8 million.

DOD announced March 26 that it
has teamed with USA Freedom Corps
to launch “On the Home Front,” a new
resource for people seeking to sup-
port military personnel and their fami-
lies. A number of community volun-
teer organizations exist to help match
volunteers with local military fami-
lies. Contacts are available by call-
ing 1-877-USA-CORPS or online at
http://www.usafreedomcorps.gov.

On March 31, Air Force Space
Command successfully launched the
ninth Global Positioning System IIR
satellite via a Delta II booster from
Cape Canaveral AFS, Fla.

Pilot error caused the crash of a
USAF RQ-1 Predator UAV Oct. 25,
2002, according to an Air Combat
Command investigative report re-

leased March 14. The UAV crashed
nine miles west of Indian Springs
AFAF, Nev. Inattention to the aircraft’s
altitude by the ground crew was the
immediate cause of the accident. The
UAV was being flown over mountain-
ous terrain, which obstructed the data
link and caused the operators to lose
electronic contact with the aircraft.
Attempts to restore the link failed, as
did emergency procedures designed
to safeguard the aircraft, and the UAV
crashed 16 seconds later.

The F/A-22 achieved 3,000 hours
of safe flight tests Feb. 26 at Edwards
AFB, Calif. Raptor 4005 and Raptor
4006 were airborne at the same time
when they reached the milestone.

The Global Vigilance Combined
Test Force, Edwards AFB, Calif., is
training ACC airmen to become Global
Hawk pilots. The goal is to have 17
trainees qualified by mid-summer 2003.
The developmental Global Hawk air-
craft and ground systems are currently
being controlled by personnel from Air
Force Materiel Command’s test and
evaluation community. ACC plans to
activate the first operational Global
Hawk squadron—the 12th Reconnais-
sance Squadron—at Beale AFB, Calif.

Richard Perle resigned March 27
as chairman of the Defense Policy
Board, as a result of criticism alleg-
ing conflict of interest concerning his
work with the telecommunications
company Global Crossing. In a letter
to Defense Secretary Donald H. Rums-
feld, Perle said, “I know that this [con-
troversy] will inevitably distract from
the urgent challenge in which you are
now engaged. ... You have my assur-
ance that I have respected and abided
by the rules that apply to the Defense
Policy Board.” Perle remains a mem-
ber of the board.

The Navy announced March 20
that it had accelerated and deployed
a software upgrade program enabling
F-14D Tomcats to carry Joint Direct
Attack Munitions. In just 17 days, a
team modified all forward deployed
F-14Ds and trained more than 90
aircrew and maintainers. The Tom-
cat can carry four JDAMs, each weigh-
ing 2,000 pounds.

Pilot error caused the Dec. 20,
2002, midair collision between two
T-37 trainer aircraft from Sheppard
AFB, Tex., USAF announced March
25. One of the pilots did not ensure
enough separation space between
the two aircraft while practicing for-

mation maneuvers. The student pi-
lots involved were flying their third
formation sorties. There were no in-
juries, but one T-37 crashed after the
pilots ejected. The other was flyable
and returned to Sheppard.

Air Force Reserve Command
announced March 25 selection of 776
out of 1,797 captains for promotion
to major.

Facing a shortage of depot main-
tenance technicians, the Air Force
began training 19 civilians to serve
as instructors at its air logistics cen-
ters. Previously Air Force Materiel
Command had only been able to
schedule training for about 1,000 tech-
nicians per year. With dedicated ci-
vilian instructors in place, AFMC offi-
cials said they hope to boost that
number to 4,000 per year to help
meet the demand caused by the turn-
over of an aging workforce.

The 95th Security Forces Squad-
ron and the Marine Aircraft Group 46,
Det. Bravo, teamed up to increase
security at Edwards AFB, Calif., by
conducting random aerial surveillance
of the base. The joint effort is the
best way to deter potential threats to
the 470-square-mile base, according
to the 95th SFS commander, Lt. Col.
Charles Beck. He said the aerial sur-
veillance will be done routinely but
not on a regular time schedule.

Northrop Grumman delivered the
15th E-8C Joint Surveillance Target
Attack Radar System aircraft to the
116th Air Control Wing at Robins AFB,
Ga., Feb. 25. This was the first air-
craft delivered to the new “blended”
wing of active duty and Air National
Guard members. The delivery was
five weeks ahead of schedule.

A new palletized seating system
will increase the number of troops a
USAF C-17 airlifter can carry from
102 to 189. A similar system was
used with the C-141. Each seat pallet
can be set up for either 10 or 15
seats. Officials also said the new seats
are more comfortable than current
ones.

USAF awarded Northrop Grum-
man a contract valued at $19.7 mil-
lion to upgrade ANG F-16 Litening
targeting and navigation systems to
the new advanced targeting system
configuration. The Litening AT ver-
sion provides enhanced image pro-
cessing, multitarget cueing, precision
target coordinate generation, and im-
proved air-to-air capabilities.

Two F-15C aircraft on March 17
collided in midair over the Nevada
desert about 65 miles northeast of
Nellis AFB, Nev. One fighter crashed
in the desert after its pilot, Capt. Mat-
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thew Zamiska, ejected safely, while
Maj. Steve Early was able to return
his aircraft to the base. Both pilots
are with the 422nd Test and Evalua-
tion Squadron at Nellis and were on
an air-to-air training mission. A board
of Air Force officers is investigating
the cause of the accident.

F-16s from Eielsen AFB, Alaska,
arrived at Andersen AFB, Guam,
March 24 to boost the base’s home-
land security measures. With the
outset of operations in Iraq, Pacific
Command decided to strengthen its
defensive posture in the Pacific re-
gion.

The Air Force Flight Test Center,
Edwards AFB, Calif., has developed
a new aeronautical telemetry capa-
bility that enables “aeronautical test
vehicles to occupy half the spectrum
size of test vehicles using traditional
telemetry systems,” said officials. The
increased complexity of today’s test
vehicles requires higher telemetry
data rates at a time when DOD has
had to make a large reduction in the
electromagnetic spectrum it could al-
locate to flight test. The new telem-
etry transmitter will speed up sys-
tems acquisition flight testing and help
reduce testing costs.

USAF’s 2002 Command Post
Controllers of the Year are MSgt.
Joseph A. Howell Jr., Yokota AB,
Japan; SSgt. Rodney D. Force, Ka-
dena AB, Japan; and SrA. Demetria
Z. Perez, Vance AFB, Okla.

Second Lt. Rickie Banister, a
319th Missile Squadron missileer, was
crowned best bowler in the US armed
forces at the DOD tournament March
20 at Lackland AFB, Tex. He over-
came a final-day, 50-pin deficit to
snare the title. Airmen earned all the
gold medals, claiming their fifth con-

secutive interservice team title and
15th overall since 1976.

Gen. Richard B. Myers, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
Maj. Gen. John J. Batbie Jr., AFRC
vice commander, received Gray Eagle
awards March 21 in recognition of
their status as the pilots with the
longest continuous aviation service.
Myers first claimed the active duty
Gray Eagle trophy in 1999. This is
the first one for Batbie, who began
his aviation career as an Army heli-
copter pilot.

USAF announced on March 24
winners of the 2002 Lt. Gen. Leo
Marquez Maintenance Awards for air-
craft maintenance: Maj. David M.
Coley, Travis AFB, Calif.; Capt. Larry
N. Hancock, Little Rock AFB, Ark.;
SMSgt. Joel W. Coppolino, Dyess AFB,
Tex.; TSgt. Jason M. Hanks, Charles-
ton AFB, S.C.; SrA. Diogenes Baez
Cruz, Tinker AFB, Okla.; and civilians
Anthony E. Hannula and Sydney J.
Welch, both of Elmendorf AFB, Alaska.

The 2002 Marquez Maintenance
Award winners for munitions and mis-
sile maintenance are Lt. Col. Marcus
Novak, RAF Lakenheath, UK; 1st Lt.
Randall R. Austill, Hill AFB, Utah;
SMSgt. Daniel Brown, Mountain Home
AFB, Idaho; TSgt. Chuck M. Jenkins,
Eielson AFB, Alaska; A1C Amanda K.
Young and civilian Kathryn J. Stein-
bacher, both of Holloman AFB, N.M.;
and civilian John M. Long, Eglin AFB,
Fla.

For communications–electron-
ics maintenance, the 2002 Marquez
Maintenance Award winners are Maj.
Aaron M. Smith, Hurlburt Field, Fla.;
Capt. Bradley L. Pyburn, Kadena AB,
Japan; MSgt. Bobby E. Simmons, Ka-
dena; SSgt. Shane R. Bohl, Elmen-
dorf; SrA. Angel M. Ramos and civil-

ian Herb M. Reid, Hurlburt; and civil-
ian Douglas D. Schinn, Elmendorf.

Civil Air Patrol’s Board of Gover-
nors on March 1 elected retired USAF
Col. Robert C. Bess as its new chair-
man and retired USAF Lt. Gen. Nicho-
las B. Kehoe its new vice chairman.
Bess also serves as CAP national
director of homeland security. Kehoe
formerly served as board chairman.

DOD announced April 1 that Hurl-
burt Field, Fla., was one of five mili-
tary installations presented with the
2003 Commander in Chief Annual
Award for Installation Excellence.

For the second time in three years,
Paul Phillips, a member of the Air Force
Flight Test Center at Edwards AFB,
Calif., has received one of NASA’s
highest safety awards. He accepted
NASA’s Quality and Safety Achieve-
ment Recognition Award March 7.
Phillips is a member of the Access to
Space Office at Edwards.

On April 4, Civil Air Patrol ac-
cepted the National Aeronautics
Association’s 2002 Frank G. Brewer
Aerospace Education Trophy for the
work CAP does to promote aero-
space education. Of special note,
NAA said, was CAP’s new textbook,
Aerospace: The Journey of Flight, for
CAP cadets, high schools, and col-
leges. CAP also produced a six-vol-
ume curriculum, titled “Aerospace
Dimensions,” for middle schools.

The Smithsonian’s National Air
and Space Museum rolled the first
artifact into the new Steven F. Udvar–
Hazy Center at Dulles Airport in north-
ern Virginia March 17. It was a di-
minutive Piper J-3 Cub, which will be
joined by some 200 other aircraft,
including the World War II B-29
bomber, the Enola Gay. The center
opens to the public Dec. 15. ■
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