
Do you have a comment about a 
current article in the magazine? 
Write to “Letters,” Air Force Mag-
a     zine, 1501 Lee Highway, Ar-
lington, VA 22209-1198. (Email: 
letters@afa.org.) Letters should 
be concise and timely. We cannot 
acknowledge receipt of letters. 
We reserve the right to condense 
letters. Letters without name and 
city/base and state are not accept-
able. Photographs can  not be used 
or returned.—THE EDITORS

letters@afa.orgLetters

Is Treason So Wrong?
In “Verbatim,” Air Force Magazine, 

June 2015, Michael J. Morrell, former 
deputy director of CIA, was cited from 
his book, The Great War of Our Time: 
The CIA’s Fight Against Terrorism From 
al Qaeda to ISIS, stating that leaks by 
Edward Snowden resulted in terrorists 
modifying their actions, drying up their 
communications sources, and changing 
their tactics and that Snowden’s actions 
clearly played a role in the rise of ISIS 
[“Get the Noose,” p. 10].

Snowden’s self-righteous action is now 
seen as a weakness in the security of 
America’s intelligence system, because 
anyone in the system or any authorized 
user of intelligence could use the same 
whistle-blower excuse that Snowden 
used. America’s allies, coalition forces, 
and potential lucrative human sources 
have doubts that America’s intelligence 
procedures are secure and reliable. 
Having said that, I am concerned that 
a court of law in the US may not fi nd 
Snowden guilty beyond any reasonable 
doubt, because it could be diffi cult to 
convince everyone in a jury that Snowden 
did wrong. 

Lt. Col. Russel A. Noguchi,
USAF (Ret.)

Pearl City, Hawaii

Eglin Schools, Too
The June 2015 Air Force Magazine 

[“Air Force World: Lightning’s Day Out,” 
p. 18] states that Luke AFB, Ariz., was  
“home to the F-35A schoolhouse.” This 
seems to say this is the only school-
house and that’s simply not true. The 
fi rst one—and still going—is the one at 
Eglin’s 33rd FW. Maybe it should have 
said one of two F-35 schoolhouses, or 
home to an F-35 schoolhouse.

Col. Al Haberbusch,
USAF (Ret.)
Niceville Fla.

No Lake Wobegon
Regarding “Secret Solutions From the 

Desert” in the June 2015 issue [p. 28]:
Asking that every government acqui-

sition be modeled after the Lockheed 
Martin Skunk Works is like mandat-

ing that every elementary and high 
school course be an advanced place-
ment course. Unfortunately, the Skunk 
Works approach isn’t for everyone, 
as admirable as it is. In addition to 
the monumental organizational is-
sues to overcome, there are also the 
likely objections from those that would 
demand “appropriate” representation 
for all genders, ethnicities, and life 
styles. Our high school track coach 
told us that when we performed our 
running broad jumps, we should try 
to jump over the trees on the horizon. 
Of course, it was impossible, but if it 
helped us land just a bit further than 
we would have otherwise, it was still 
a useful objective.

Hank Caruso
California, Md. 

The picture of the “A-12s—secret CIA 
spyplanes,” June 2015, p. 30, is not of 
three CIA A-12s. The airplanes in the 
picture have a second crew compart-
ment and the A-12 was a single-seat 
aircraft. My guess would be that it is 
a picture taken for a historical record 
of the initial production of the YF-12A 
fighter interceptors. During the con-
struction of the A-12s, production was 
changed on the seventh, eighth, and 
ninth models to add a second crew 
position and several other modifica-
tions to make the change to the Air 
Force YF-12A. After the three vari-
ants, the assembly line went back to 
produce nine more of the single seat 
A-12 aircraft for a total of 15. Six of 
those 15 crashed. It is also possible 
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th a t th e  th r e e  a i r c r a f t w e r e  S R - 7 1s.  
W e  w o ul d  n e e d  to  k n o w  th e  d a t e  o f  th e  
p h o t o gr a p h  to  k n o w  f o r  sur e .

C o l .  E d w a r d  E .  M utc h ,
U S AF  ( R e t. )

B e l l e v ue ,  N e b .

L ining P u t in’ s  P o c k et s ?
T h e  f i v e  Ai r  F o r c e  a d v i so r s i n  y o ur  

r e p o r t d e se r v e  th e  D i sti n gui sh e d  F l y i n g 
C r o ss f o r  th e i r  v a l o r  a n d  p r o f e ssi o n a l -
i sm  un d e r  f i r e  [“Heroism From the Hip,” 
June, p. 52]. B ut y o ur  a r ti c l e  r a i se s a  
d i stur b i n g q ue sti o n .  W h y  d o e s o ur  m i l i -
t a r y  p ur c h a se  R ussi a n  h e l i c o p t e r s f o r  
Af gh a n i sta n ’ s N a ti o n a l  Ar m y ?  W h a t ’ s 
w r o n g w i th  U S  h e l i c o p te r s f r o m  S i k o r sk y  
a n d  B e l l ?  As y o ur  r e p o r t n o te d ,  th e y ’ r e  
e a si e r  f o r  m o st a i r c r e w s to  o p e r a te  th a n  
R ussi a n  M i - 17  c h o p p e r s.  T h e  Ai r  F o r c e  
to o k  h e a v y  f l a k  f r o m  C o n gr e ss f o r  us-
i n g R ussi a n  R D - 18 0 r o c k e t e n gi n e s to  
l a un c h  sa te l l i t e s.  W h y  c o m p o un d  th a t 
e r r o r  b y  gi v i n g Af gh a n  f o r c e s h e l i c o p te r s 
m a d e  b y  a  n a t i o n  th a t tr i e d  to  c o n q ue r  
th e m  3 5 y e a r s a go ?  W e  c a n ’ t c o n d e m n  
P uti n  f o r  h i s c ur r e n t a ggr e ssi o n  w i th  o n e  
h a n d  w h i l e  l i n i n g h i s p o c k e ts w i th  th e  
o th e r .  T h a t w o n ’ t w o r k  i n  th e  C o l d  W a r  2. 0.

R i c h a r d  R e i f
F l ush i n g,  N . Y .

P u f f ,  S p o o k y ,  S h ad o w ,  S t inger ,  S p ec t r e
I  a l w a y s e n j o y  r e a d i n g M r .  C o r r e l l ’ s 

a r t i c l e s,  w h i c h  a r e  i n si gh tf ul  a n d  f a sc i -
n a t i n g.  M a y  I  o f f e r  o n e  sl i gh t c o r r e c t i o n  
to  a  m i n o r  e r r o r  i n  th e  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  
“ G un sh i p s o n  th e  T r a i l ”  [June, p. 64] ?  
T h e  U S  Ai r  F o r c e  d i d  i n d e e d  f l y  AC - 4 7 s 
a f t e r  D e c e m b e r  19 6 9 .  T h r e e  S p o o k y s 
w e r e  p r o v i si o n a l l y  r e a ssi gn e d  f r o m  
th e  4 th  S O S  to  U d o r n  R T AB , T h a i l a n d ,  
o n  10 D e c e m b e r  19 6 9  a n d  d e si gn a te d  
as Det. 1, 56th SOW, identified by the 
ta i l c o d e ,  O S .

I  w a s a n  a i r f r a m e  r e p a i r  te c h n i c i a n ,  a s-
si gn e d  to  th e  4 3 2n d  F M S  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  
m a i n te n a n c e  o n  th e se  a i r c r a f t ( AC - 4 7 D s,  
se r i a l  n um b e r s 4 4 - 7 6 6 25,  4 3 - 16 13 3 ,  a n d  
4 3 - 4 9 010)  d ur i n g th e i r  te n ur e  a t U d o r n .  
The final sortie performed by this detach -
m e n t to o k  p l a c e  o n  29  M a y  19 7 0 a n d  
all three aircraft were flown by Det. 1, 
56 th  S O W ,  a i r c r e w s to  V i e n ti a n e ,  L a o s,  
w h e r e  th e y  w e r e  tr a n sf e r r e d  to  th e  R o y a l  
L a o ti a n  Ai r  F o r c e .

 As a  si d e b a r ,  i t i s i n te r e sti n g to  n o te  
that the office facilities and vehicles 
a t U d o r n  w e r e  tr a n sf e r r e d  to  th e  18 th  
S O S ,  o n  4  J un e  19 7 0,  w h i c h  o p e r a te d  
th r e e  AC - 119 K  S ti n ge r s d e si gn a t e d  
a s F l i gh t D ,  d e ta c h e d  f r o m  th e  14 th  
S O W  a t N a k h o n  P h a n o m  R T AB ,  T h a i -
l a n d .  T h i s a ssi gn m e n t w a s a p p a r e n tl y  
r o ta ti o n a l  i n  n a tur e ,  si n c e  I  o b se r v e d  
11 d i f f e r e n t S ti n ge r s th e r e  b y  se r i a l  
n um b e r ,  a l th o ugh  th e r e  w e r e  n e v e r  
m o r e  th a n  f o ur  o n  sta ti o n  a t o n e  ti m e .  

I  a l so  p a r ti c i p a te d  i n  m a i n te n a n c e  o n  
th e se  a i r c r a f t,  a s w e l l .

O n e  S t i n ge r  w a s l o st o n  6  J un e  
19 7 0 ( # 52- 59 3 5) ,  w h i l e  a  se c o n d  suc -
c e ssf ul l y  r e c o v e r e d  a t U d o r n  f o l l o w i n g 
m a ssi v e  b a ttl e  d a m a ge  o n  8  M a y  19 7 0,  
r e sul ti n g i n  th e  l o ss o f  15 f e e t o f  th e  r i gh t 
w i n g a n d  th e  r i gh t a i l e r o n .  T h e  a i r c r e w  
w a s sub se q ue n tl y  a w a r d e d  th e  M a c k a y  
T r o p h y  f o r  19 7 0 i n  r e c o gn i ti o n  o f  th e  m o st 
meritorious flight for that year. Named 
“ S up e r  S o w ”  ( w i th  a p p r o p r i a te  a r tw o r k ) ,  
th e  a i r c r a f t w a s AC - 119 K ,  # 52- 59 8 2.

T h a n k s f o r  c o n si ste n tl y  p ub l i sh i n g 
a n  o utsta n d i n g m a ga z i n e  o f  un p a r a l -
l e l e d  p r o f e ssi o n a l i sm  a n d  j o ur n a l i sti c  
c o m p e te n c e .

D a v e  H a n se n
O a k  C r e e k ,  W i s.

 I  w o ul d  l i k e  to  th a n k  y o u f o r  th e  
e x c e l l e n t a r ti c l e  i n  th e  J un e  2015 m a ga -
z i n e ,  “ G un sh i p s o n  th e  T r a i l . ” I  sp e n t 
th r e e  y e a r s i n  U b o n ,  T h a i l a n d ,  o n  th e  
AC - 13 0.  I n  19 6 9 - 7 0,  I  w a s a  c r e w  c h i e f  
o n  th e  AC - 13 0A gun sh i p .  I n  19 7 1- 7 2,  I  
b e c a m e  a n  i l l um i n a t o r  o p e r a t o r  f l y i n g 
o n  th e  AC - 13 0A m o d e l s,  l o ggi n g n um e r -
o us c o m b a t m i ssi o n s f l y i n g o v e r  th e  
H o  C h i  M i n h  T r a i l .  I n  19 7 4 - 7 5,  I  w e n t 
b a c k  to  T h a i l a n d ,  a n d  a s a n  I O  I  f l e w  
o n  th e  AC - 13 0A a n d  AC - 13 0E  a i r c r a f t .  
W h a t a  gr e a t e x p e r i e n c e  i t w a s to  b e  
a  p a r t o f  th i s w o n d e r f ul  o r ga n i z a t i o n .

www.afa.org/magazineawards
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T h i s a r ti c l e  b r o ugh t b a c k  m a n y  f o n d  
m e m o r i e s o f  th o se  y e a r s a n d  a l l  o f  th e  gr e a t 
i n d i v i d ua l s I  w o r k e d  w i th .  I  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to  
stay in touch with some of the guys I flew with.

S M S gt.  D a n n y  E .  K r o use ,
U S AF  ( R e t. )

H e sp e r i a ,  C a l i f .

I  e n j o y e d  th e  a r ti c l e  “ G un sh i p s o n  th e  
T r a i l ”  b y  J o h n  T .  C o r r e l l .  H a v i n g sp e n t o n e  
year at NKP (1966-67) flying the AT-28D 
a t n i gh t o n  th e  tr a i l ,  I  w a s d i sa p p o i n te d  
when the -28 was not mentioned in third 
p a r a gr a p h  a s o n e  o f  th e  v i n ta ge  a i r c r a f t 
a tta c k i n g tr uc k s o n  th e  tr a i l .  O ur  c a l l  si gn  
w a s Z o r r o  a n d  o ur  m i ssi o n  a n d  c a l l  si gn  
w a s p i c k e d  up  l a te r  b y  th e  A- 1s.

[ R e ti r e d  C o l .  R o n a l d  W .  T e r r y ] ,  th e  
f a th e r  o f  th e  gun sh i p ,  w a s i n d uc te d  i n to  
the Air Commando Hall of Fame in 2013. 
O ur  Ai r  P a r k /M use um  a t H ur l b ur t F i e l d  
h a s e a c h  o f  th e  th r e e  gun sh i p s o n  d i sp l a y .

L t.  C o l .  F e l i x  S a m b o gn a ,
U S AF  ( R e t. )

F o r t W a l to n  B e a c h ,  F l a .

O n e  sl i gh t c o r r e c ti o n /a d d i ti o n  to  y o ur  
e x c e l l e n t a r ti c l e  o n  th e  AC - 4 7 .  T h e  
o r i gi n a l  te st b e d — c a l l  si gn  P uf f  9 9 — w a s 
a ssi gn e d  to  th e  C - 4 7  S e c ti o n  o f  th e  1st 
Ai r  C o m m a n d o  S q ua d r o n .  G r a d ua l l y ,  
a l l  C - 4 7 s a ssi gn e d  to  th e  1st AC S  w e r e  
modified to the AC-47 and all used the 
c a l l  si gn  P uf f .  T h e  C - 4 7 s a ssi gn e d  to  th e  
4 th  Ai r  C o m m a n d o  S q ua d r o n  w e r e  a l so  
modified in the field and used the call 

si gn  S p o o k y .  E v e n tua l l y ,  th e  AC - 4 7 s,  a n d  
c r e w s,  w e r e  tr a n sf e r r e d  to  th e  4 th  AC S  
a n d  th e  ca l l  si gn  P uf f  w e n t i n to  th e  h i sto r y 
b o o k s.  F o r  th o se  o f  us un r e c o n str uc te d  
v e te r a n s o f  th e  1st AC S ,  th e  AC - 4 7  w i l l  
a l w a y s b e  P uf f ,  th e  d r a go n sh i p .

C o l .  D i c k  S e x to n .
U S AF  ( R e t. )

C o l o r a d o  S p r i n gs,  C o l o .

R e ga r d i n g th e  l a st U S AF  m i ssi o n s 
of the Spooky gunships: We flew out 
of Udorn RTAB well into May of 1970. 
L i e ute n a n t O p d y c k  ( a i r c r a f t c o m m a n d e r )  
a n d  I  ( n a v i ga to r )  w e r e  a w a r d e d  S i l v e r  
Stars for a mission on 13 May 1970. I 
v i si te d  th e  L i m a  si te  v i a  Ai r  Am e r i c a  i n  
J ul y  a n d  w a s to l d  b y  th e  L a o ti a n  ge n e r a l  
th e r e  th a t “ w i th o ut S p o o k y ,  w e  n o  e x i st. ”  

S e v e r a l  c r e w  m e m b e r s a n d  I  w e r e  tr a n s-
f e r r e d  to  V i e n ti a n e  to  tr a i n  th e  L a o  to  ta k e  
o v e r  th e  m i ssi o n .  W h e n  I  l e f t i n  S e p te m b e r  
th a t m i ssi o n  w a s sti l l  i n  p r o gr e ss.  

Ron Terry was right—the side-firing 
gun sh i p  c o n c e p t w a s “ r i gh t o n . ”

R o b e r t M a n n s
S a n  An to n i o

G r e a t a r ti c l e .  I  th i n k  gun sh i p s i n  V i e tn a m ,  
I r a q ,  a n d  Af gh a n i sta n  a r e  j ust p o te n t w e a p o n s.

I  w o n d e r  i f  a  U AV  gun sh i p  c o ul d  b e  
d e si gn e d .  L e t m e  th r o w  o ut a  p o ssi b i l -
i ty :  L e t’ s sa y  th a t th e  go a l  w a s si m p l y  to  
have a .50-caliber machine gun in the 
sk y  h o v e r i n g o v e r  so m e  Ar m y  o r  M a r i n e  
p a tr o l  f o r  sup p o r t.  W h y ?

( 1)   A gun sh i p  c i r c l e s i ts ta r ge t a n d  c a n  
put continuous fire on it vs. a conventional 
p l a n e  th a t j ust m a k e s a  p a ss.

(2) Our UAVs are generally designed 
for more time aloft while sacrificing speed 
a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e  ( n o  9 G  tur n s) .

T h e  P r e d a to r  a n d  R e a p e r  a r e  o ur  
m a i n  U AV s.  N e i th e r  i s r e a l l y  sui te d  to  
a side-firing gun, which easily fits in a 
C-130.  However, I think our designers 
( sa y ,  a e r o sp a c e  e n gi n e e r  B ur t R uta n )  
c o ul d  c o m e  up  w i th  o n e .  R uta n  d e si gn s 
h i s p l a n e  w i th  a  b o x  str uc tur e  o f  tw o  f u-
se l a ge  e l e m e n ts f o r  str uc tur a l  str e n gth ,  
w h i c h  i s w h a t y o u w o ul d  n e e d  f o r  a  
side-firing .50-caliber. It would sort of 
look like a P-38 without the pilot pod.  
The .50-caliber could be hung under the 
w i n g.  I f  th i s d e str o y e d  to o  m uc h  o f  th e  
lift efficiency, you could hang it between 
th e  tw o  f use l a ge  e l e m e n ts.  N a tur a l l y  y o u 
w o ul d  h a v e  b a l a n c e  i ssue s,  b ut I  th i n k  
y o u c o ul d  ge t a r o un d  th a t w i th  sh i f ti n g 
fuel. Also, UAVs don’t fly too fast (and 
w o ul d n ’ t h a v e  to  i n  o r d e r  to  k e e p  up  w i th  
a  gr o un d  p a tr o l ) .  E v e n  w i n g w a l k e r s 
d i d n ’ t d e str o y  th e  l i f t o f  th e  o l d  b i p l a n e s.   

You could fly the UAV .50-caliber at 
10,000 feet to be out of the range of small 
arms. It would only descend to firing range 
i n  sup p o r t o f  gr o un d  tr o o p s.  I t c o ul d  b e  
a  c h e a p ,  p e r si ste n c e  a n sw e r  f o r  c l o se  
sup p o r t.   O b v i o usl y  y o u sti l l  n e e d  p l a n e s 
f o r  b o m b s a n d  m a j o r  gr o un d  sup p o r t.

W i l l i a m  T h a y e r
S a n  D i e go
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