
of our Aerospace Education Council. 
Mallett also highlights Michael Steeber 
and Jeff Scott, our 2014 Teacher of the 
Year fi rst runner-up and second runner-
up, respectively.

In “Chapter Pride,” Nicholas F. Do-
nato, a junior at Clarkson University 
in Potsdam, N.Y., tells the story of 
how he and his fellow AFROTC cadets 
spearheaded the process of establishing 
a new AFA chapter, the Pride of the 
Adirondacks Chapter. Donato, who is 
the chapter’s president, offers tips for 
those thinking of doing the same.

Rebecca Dalton, CyberPatriot spon-
sorship and outreach coordinator, pro-
vides an update on our CyberPatriot 
program in “Securing Networks, Secur-
ing Futures,” with photos of the winning 
teams from our CyberPatriot VII na-
tional youth cyber defense competition. 
Congratulations to the winners: Team 
CyberSloths of Huntsville, Ala.; Team 
Marine Raiders of Fitchburg, Mass.; 
and Team 1 of Herndon, Va.

I end on a somber note, saying good-
bye to two exceptional members of our 
AFA family, whom we lost earlier this 
year: retired Maj. Gen. Donald Harlin 
and Col. Aaron Burgstein.

Harlin, a former Air Force chief of 
chaplains, served for more than a decade 

Happy spring! 
We start off the May issue with “We 

Are AFA,” the cover article by Kari Lynn 
Hahn, our vice president for member 
and fi eld relations. Hahn spotlights three 
individuals and two families representing 
the diversity and dedication of our AFA 
members. They are a mix of young and 
old, yet they share the same contagious 
enthusiasm and steadfast commitment 
to supporting our Air Force.

 Hahn’s story fi ts with the #WeAreAFA 
initiative we launched earlier this year to 
invite members to share their AFA stories 
on social media. Let’s get the word out 
on who we are!

Up next is Lyndsey Akers’ piece on the 
Lamia Afghan Foundation. Akers, our 
manager of public relations and social 
media, relates how retired Lt. Gen. John 
Bradley and his wife, Jan, have built a 
mom-and-pop nonprofi t organization to 
help Afghan schoolgirls. The inspiration 
came to the Bradleys based on a chance 
encounter John Bradley had with a young 
Afghan girl named Lamia during a visit 
to Afghanistan in 2007 when he was Air 
Force Reserve chief.

Among the issue’s other features, Kaci 
A. Heins, our 2014 National Aerospace 
Teacher of the Year, is profi led in “Light-
ing a Spark,” by Susan Mallet, a member 

as AFA’s national chaplain. Despite be-
ing visually impaired in his later years, 
he handled it with dignity and did not 
let it define him. He left a lasting im-
pression through the invocations and 
homilies he delivered at AFA events. 
He was a truly inspirational man. He 
is missed. Chuck Martin, who sits on 
our Finance Committee, penned a 
short obituary on Harlin in this issue’s 
“Chapter News” section.

Burgstein was an Air Force public 
affairs officer and AFA Life Member. 
He was a bright and nurturing leader. 
Jill C. Westeyn, our manager for awards 
and scholarships, tells Burgstein’s story 
on p. 22. The article introduces our 
newest scholarship, the Colonel Aaron 
Burgstein Memorial Scholarship, made 
possible through a generous donation 
by his parents, that will support a mi-
nor dependent of an airman each year.

Our thoughts go out to the Harlin 
and Burgstein families.

As always, we welcome your feed-
back. Drop us a line at wingman@
afa.org.

Enjoy the issue. See you again in 
September! �

Scott P. Van Cleef is AFA’s Chairman of 

the Board.
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