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October is Energy Awareness Month. Most people are
already energy conscious
and have proudly installed the
latest and greatest energy
efficient equipment in their
homes. Unfortunately,
despite efforts, energy bills
often increase because on
the other end of the utility
connection, there are a series
of events that are continuing
to escalate energy costs over
time.
Tune in over the next few
weeks as the Robins energy
team provides Rev-Up readers with the latest Federal
Requirements regarding
energy and equips them with
tools to become better stewards of energy usage.

By AMANDA CREEL

amanda.creel.ctr@robins.af.mil

make our troops laugh and give
them a break with some comic
relief, then it’s an amazing
experience. Military shows are
the most fun to do, by far.”
Mr. Richards will be joined
by fellow comedians Steve
Burr, Sarah Tiana and John
Bizarre. All four are regulars on
the comedy club tour and all are
considered “headliners.”
“There is a great depth of
experience and flexibility with
our comics,” Mr. Davis said.
“They are headliners, so the talent package is much stronger
than you would get in a regular
comedy club.”

One member of Team Robins
said he wouldn’t trade his job for
anything and recently his hard
work and love for his job earned
him an Air Force level award.
Marty Sheppard, an electronics engineer with the 402nd
Electronics Maintenance Group,
was recently awarded the 2006
Air Force Science and
Technology Award for his work
implementing a new surface
mount assembly process and for
retaining military certification to
manufacture or produce any
Printed Wiring Board to military
specifications.
“The guy is tremendous. He
is so dedicated. He puts everything he has into it,” said Gus
Spurlin, flight chief of manufacturing support with the 402nd
EMXG. “He is real passionate
about what he does and he wants
to make sure we are successful.”
The Robins PWB shop is the
only shop in the Air Force that is
certified to fill orders for circuit
boards meeting military specifications.
It is important to get the certification because there has been a
diminishing number of companies in the U.S. that have this
capability, Mr. Spurlin said.
Contracting out circuits produced to military specifications
to foreign countries can cause
problems when it is a matter of
national defense, he added.
The PWB shop can build
through-hole printed circuits up
to 22 layers.
“One of the biggest things is
the inspection such as inspecting
each inner layer before we go
and press it up,” said Mr.
Sheppard, who is the engineering subject matter expert supporting the PWB. “It takes about
two days to do all the inspections
for four panels.”
The surface mount process
assembly line has been in place
at the 402nd EMXG for about
one year and has already been
able to complete invaluable tasks
for the Air Force, such as the production of a surface mount
power supply Circuit Card
Assembly for a missile warning
system.
“We set the surface mount
assembly line up from scratch
and bought the equipment from
scratch,” Mr. Sheppard said.
Mr. Sheppard and Mr.
Spurlin agreed bigger and better
things are in store for the surface
mount assembly line as they plan
the conversion from a manual
pick and place machine to a
more automatic assembly technique.
Mr. Sheppard was also recognized for his role in being able to
replace obsolete printed wiring
assemblies, which are built with
little or no data about the original
construction of the circuit board.
“They will just send us a circuit and say ‘can you make this
with no data?’ Then, we remove
all the parts and figure out how
they were generated,” Mr.
Sheppard said.

X see COMICS, 3A

X see AWARD, 3A

Sports Day
The 78th Air Base Wing
Sports Day will be Oct. 20
starting at 8 am. Organizational activities will include
the following: basketball, kickball, “monster” badminton,
relay obstacle course, dodge
ball and tug of war. The
eagles and chiefs will compete in softball, dodge ball
and flag tag. The day will
conclude with an awards
presentation. This event is
open to all military and civilian
members of the 78th ABW.

Flu Immunizations
Flu Immunizations will be
conducted at the Robins
Enlisted Club ballroom
Monday through Wednesday
from 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
All healthy active duty members will be receiving the
FluMist vaccine during the
upcoming vaccination dates.
All Airmen will be advised
what day they will be eligible
for vaccination through their
squadrons.
Those not eligible to receive
the FluMist vaccine, which
includes anyone with chronic
health issues, respiratory illnesses, pregnant women,
anyone over 50 and anyone
under anti-viral therapy will
receive the injectable flu vaccine at a later date.
Once active duty and high
risk patrons have been been
reached, the immunizations
will be open to retirees, active
duty dependents and federal
civilian employees. The
immunization clinic has
opened a message line with
more information about the
upcoming flu immunizations
— 327-7922.

Center of Excellence
The following are the final performance
metrics tallied from the April 1 through
September 29 goal period.
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- Maximum DUIs allowed, 6
- End of period DUIs obtained, 9

U.S. Air Force photo by SUE SAPP

President George W. Bush waves as he exits Air Force One after landing at Robins Tuesday. See page B-1 for more photos of the
President’s visit.

AEF Cycle lengthens to six or more months for some at Robins
By HOLLY L. BIRCHFIELD
holly.birchfield@robins.af.mil

For certain Air Force specialties changes in the Air
Expeditionary Force Cycle are
making Air Force deployments
size up with those of other service branches.
More than 40 percent of tour
lengths for the Air Force now
exceed the established fourmonth rotation.
And while some Airmen’s
tours have just recently bumped
up to six- and eight-month stints,
Capt. John Robinson, readiness
flight chief in the 78th Logistics
Readiness Squadron, said it has
been a way of life for his Airmen
for the last three years.
“The typical deployment that
we were looking at was a fourmonth window – basically being
deployed for 120 days,” he said.
“But due to the fact that the
Army was running out of units
to fill their deployable taskings,
the Air Force has picked up (in
lieu of) taskings. So, basically
more and more of our career
fields are going down six month
paths.”
Currently, 75 percent of 78th
LRS deployments are six
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- Maximum lost work days due to injury
allowed, 16
- Final number of days lost, 11
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Tech. Sgt. Randall Burton,
unit deployment manager in the
78th Security Forces Squadron,
said the 180-day tours are routine for his squadron.
Sergeant Burton said his
squadron deploys Airmen in two
six-month bundles.
“Our security forces members are very resilient,” he said.
“They are are working hard.
They go and do their time; and
surprisingly enough, we get a lot
of new troops that volunteer to
go again six months later.”
Maj. Greg Anderson, 78th
SFS commander, said his
U.S. Air Force file photo by SUE SAPP
Airmen have rotated in six19th Air Refueling Group members ask Tech. Sgt. Michael Murdock
month deployments since
financial questions as they go through deployment processing
September 11, 2001, with cerJan. 26.
tain assets like military working
months or longer, with only 25
Instead of getting mobility dog handlers remaining in
percent remaining on the four- bags at home stations, Airmen greater demand than traditional
month deployment, the captain are now issued the bags at one of security forces roles.
three distribution centers
said.
“As a leader, I think that
the
Central we’re going to do the best job
Capt. Robinson said the throughout
longer deployments don’t factor Command and receive neces- we can to provide a stable and
in the two to 12 weeks en route sary armor in theater. Captain predictable schedule for our
training typically done at Army Robinson said the change is sav- Airmen,” he said. “We know
posts before Air Force members ing the service about $200 to they’re going to deploy. We
$300 per person.
deploy.
know the deployments probably
Airmen in the security forces won’t decrease any time in the
The captain said another
and
civil
engineering
career
change came for his Airmen in
near future. So we’re going to do
the way of mobility bags and fields across the Air Force are what we can in order to provide
how Airmen are equipped to do accustomed to the deployment
practices.
their mission.
X see AEF, 3A

Comics on Duty World Tour to make stop at Robins

Aircraft production
100% aircraft due date performance rate
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- Maximum FOD incidents allowed, 5
- Final number of FOD incidents, 2

By KENDAHL JOHNSON
kendahl.johnson@robins.af.mil

Four comedians will take the
stage today, entertaining members of the Robins community
as the Comics on Duty World
Tour makes a stop at the enlisted club.
For members of the base, it’s
a chance to relax and unwind
following a hard work week
and enjoy some laughs with
friends and co-workers. For the
comedians, it’s a chance to help
boost the morale of the dedicated servicemembers who work
to maintain the country’s freedom.
“We do it because we want
THINK

Green means goal is being met or
exceeded.
Yellow means goal has not been met,
but is still attainable.
Red means goal cannot be met.
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to entertain the military. There
is no more deserving audience
in the world,” said Rich Davis,
executive producer of Comics
on Duty. “We’ll go wherever
we are asked to go and do as
many shows as we can possibly
do in support of our troops and
the great service they are performing.”
Mr. Davis started the
Comics on Duty program in
1992 originally as a continental
U.S. based program. He was
contacted by the military and
asked to expand the program
overseas. Comedians on the
tour have now performed more
than 2,600 shows for the Armed
Forces at nearly 200 military

bases worldwide. They have
performed approximately 120
shows in Iraq and 60-plus at
Forward Operating Bases.
“Our comics see the benefit
of performing for a military
audience,” Mr. Davis said. “It’s
a tremendous experience that
not many comics get to experience.”
Derek Richards, a 13-year
veteran of stand up comedy,
agreed. He went to Iraq as a performer in 2004 and has been a
regular on the Comics on Duty
tour ever since.
“Performing in Iraq was one
of the most rewarding experiences ever,” Mr. Richards said.
“If I can go some place and

WEATHER

SAFETY

AIRMEN AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING

SLOW DOWN f 181 speeding tickets have been issued to date.

To request a ride, call

Accumulating 12 traffic violation points within a year may cause drivers to lose base driving privileges for up
to six months. Speeding violation points are based on the number of miles over the posted speed limit.

335-5218, 335-5238 or 335-5236.
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AEF
Continued from 1A
some stability for our young
Airmen and NCOs so they know
what to expect and they can plan
accordingly — professionally
and personally.”
As the mission evolves,
Captain Robinson said the AEF
rotation cycle must roll with the
changes.
“The changes are coming
about for two reasons,” he said.
“One, it provides better continuity for combat commanders overseas. Two, you go for a longer
period of time, but you’re getting
tagged less times. They generally
have six to eight months before
they’re up for deployment
again.”
Master Sgt. Kim Harper, 78th
LRS vehicle operations superintendent, said the new system
offers benefits full circle.
“Under the old system, we
were going more frequently,” he
said. “We’d get back from a
deployment and turn around and
you’d be gone again in four or
five months. With the new AEF
deployments, you get more time
back at your home station with
your family and your friends and

AWARD

Continued from 1A

He said he knows how important
the work is to Robins repair lines
and the maintenance mission.
“The repair part is important
to them, because the repair line
goes down without that card,”
Mr. Sheppard said.
One of his favorite things
about his position is that he can
face problems himself and go out
and solve them side by side with
the technicians.
“I am right in the middle of it.
I get to work hands-on and it’s a
different challenge everyday,”
said Mr. Sheppard. “I like what I
am doing here and as long as I
can do that I am happy here.”

so forth. It allows you to prepare
for promotional tests and things
like that. It also makes it easier for
superintendents to manage AEF
buckets and gives Airmen time to
heal before they have to go
again.”
Although there are benefits,
the lengthened deployment time
isn’t without problems. Captain
Robinson said as a result, most
shops affected by the changes
never have a full staff and 1st Lt.
Alan
Tally,
Installation
Deployment officer in the 78th
LRS’s Readiness Flight, said
changes in the AEF rotation may
cause hardship for Airmen left
behind.
“The members who have
stayed back to do the daily job are
having to put in longer hours

because now their shop has been
decreased by a number of manning personnel,” he said. “So the
shop has to step up and put in
longer hours, maybe come in and
work a different stand-by shift.”
Sergeant Harper said leaders
have come to understand there
will be some reduction in services available at the home station
and are sensitive to an Airman’s
need for recuperation and time
for reintegration with families
after deployments.
Captain Robinson said
squadron reintegration briefings,
which allow helping agencies to
meet with returning Airmen and
their families to offer assistance
in the homecoming process, will
increase as more troops head out
and head home.

COMICS
Continued from 1A
Mr. Davis said although the
show is not vulgar or profane,
it is designed for the adult military audience.
“We’ve established a general set of parameters for our

comics.”
He said he would give the
show a PG-13 rating. “A show
doesn’t have to be rated R in
terms of content and language
for it to be funny,” Mr. Davis
said. “Our show isn’t profane
like what you might see on
HBO or Showtime, but we’re

in an adult setting where alcohol is served. It’s not a Barney
tour; there is some adult content.”
The doors open at 8 p.m.
and the show begins at 9 p.m. It
is open to the entire Robins
community, free for club members and $5 for nonmembers.

