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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
TRAFFIC ADVISORY: Due to substantial changes in gate operations at Naval Support Activity Bethesda, 
traffic in the area surrounding the installation will be significantly impacted during weekday commuting 
hours. 
 
The Department of Defense, U.S. Navy, and their subordinate commands, including NSA Bethesda, are 
constantly evaluating security requirements across the world. On Saturday, Jan. 4, NSA Bethesda 
implemented operational changes based on current security requirements. 
 
These changes restrict the number of gates open during the week and on weekdays. As a result, the number 
of vehicles using Gates 1, 2, and 5 is expected to increase during morning and evening commutes.  
 
Effective Jan. 5, 2020 (and until further notice) – gate hours* at NSA Bethesda are as follows: 
 
Gate 1 (Visitor Center/North Gate) – Open 24/7 
Gate 2 (South Gate, across from Metro): 

- Open to inbound and outbound traffic from 5 to 8:30 a.m., Monday through Friday 
- Closed to vehicle traffic, 8:31 a.m. to 2:59 p.m., Monday through Friday 
- Automated pedestrian turnstiles access remains available 24/7 
- ADA swing gates will remain open from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday 
- Open to OUTBOUND traffic only from 3 to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday 
- Closed on weekends 

Gate 3 (NEX Gate) – Closed to vehicles and pedestrians until further notice 
Gate 4 (Navy Lodge) – Closed to vehicles and pedestrians until further notice 
Gate 5 (USU Gate) – Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday   
 
All non-DoD personnel without official identification (CAC, DBIDS, etc.) traveling by personal vehicle 
should proceed to Pass and I.D. at Gate 1 (North Gate) for vetting. After vetting, non-DoD travelers will 
be redirected to Gate 5 for vehicle inspection. 
 
Employees, patients, and visitors should expect and plan for delays when accessing the installation. 
 
Shuttles will still operate, but may alternate their routes to accommodate the changes in gate operations. 
 
*These hours are current as of Jan. 5, 2020, but may change at any time. Follow us on social media 
(@NSABethesda on Facebook and Twitter) for updates. 
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